
WWW.CAGLIERO.ORG.AU Issue #31, December 4, 2017 
7675  

 

 

 

www.cagliero.org.au 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter #31 
   

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

Is it really that time again? Time to 
give thanks for the incredible work 
of another wonderful group of 
volunteers and to welcome a new 
crew getting ready for departure in 
2018!  

I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank Romina for all her hard 
work during my maternity leave. It 
was so lovely to spend precious 
time with my new bub and other 
kids and I knew that the Cagliero 
Project was well looked after. 
Thank you also to Br. Tristan who 
was a huge help to Romina during 
my absence, especially with the 
leading of the immersion. 

We are thrilled to welcome five 
new volunteers to the Cagliero 
Project for 2018. There will be an 
article introducing them in 2018. 

Needless to say they are all 
fabulous!  

In this edition of the newsletter we 
hear from Steph who has been in 
Samoa with the sisters for the 
duration of 2017. She heads home 
soon and her reflection about her 
experience is just lovely. We are so 
proud of her and all our volunteers 
who are coming home over the 
next few weeks. 

Thank you as always to all of our 
volunteers and supporters. The 
Cagliero Project continues to thrive 
and it is because of YOU! 

Have an incredible Christmas and 
wonderful New Year. We hope you 
have time to rest and enjoy being 
with family.  

Many Blessings, 

Lauren  

 

 
 

Lauren and Romina 

Wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 
Safe and Happy New Year!  

Wishing you a wonderful 
Christmas 
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In February 2017 I arrived in Samoa 
excited to spend my year 
volunteering at Divine Mercy 
School, Malololelei. And now in 
what feels like a blink of an eye I 
will be leaving beautiful Samoa and 
returning back home to Australia. 
While I am looking forward to 
returning home and seeing my 
friends and family, I will definitely 
miss this beautiful country, the 
people and of course all my 
gorgeous but cheeky students! 

During my time in Samoa I have 
been teaching reading classes, oral 
hygiene and assisting in the 
preschool and organising 
afternoon school classes as well as 
being involved in some of the 

youth 
activities. It 
has been a 
real blessing 
getting to 
know my 
students and 
to journey 
with them 
throughout 
the year. I 
have enjoyed 
their energy, 
their sense of humour, their smiles 
and hugs. 

And while they definitely keep you 
on your toes as they are the 
cheekiest are the cheekiest 
students I have met, their beautiful 

hearts and warm hugs won’t 
keep you mad for long! I was 
recently away from the school 
for a couple of days to spend 
some time with another 
community and I was 
overwhelmed by the 
excitement of the children 
when they saw that me again. 
This is something I will miss! 

During my time in Samoa I have 
also been fortunate to spend 
time with some families in the 
village. I have loved these 
experiences as it has been a 
great way to learn about the 
Samoan culture and way of life. 
Samoans in general are very 
hard working where many 
families have their own 
plantations where they grow 
their own food to support and 
feed their families. They often 

use natural resources and what the 
land has to provide in their 
everyday life. 

While Samoans are very hard 
working, they also love to have fun, 
especially sing and dance! And they 
are truly talented! One of the 
highlights of my school year was 
our “Cultural Day” where the 
students performed Samoan 
dances and dramas. It was a lot of 
fun learning the Samoan style of 
dance. While I could never match 
their grace and poise, it was a great 
day! 

One aspect of the Samoan way of 
life that I will miss is the sense of 
community. When walking or 
driving through the village, 
everyone will greet each other by 
either saying “Hello” or “Bye” 
regardless if they know the person 
or not. This sense of connection 
and community is beautiful and 
something I have enjoyed! 

While my journey in Samoa is 
coming to an end, it is one that I 
won’t forget. Tofa Soifua! 

Coming Home… 
by Stephanie Azzopardi  
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Remembering 2017… 
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CAGLIERO IMMERSION 

In 2018 the Cagliero Project 
Immersion is headed back to 
Samoa. We once again look 
forward to immersing into 
Pacifican culture and learning 
about the work of the Salesians in 
Samoa.  There is a flyer attached 
to this email. Please contact us if 
you would like an application!  

 

CAMBODIA TRIVIA NIGHT 

The Cagliero Project and Cambodia Team are so proud to share that 
our third Cambodia Trivia Night fundraiser was a huge success, raising 
over $7000 for Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh. In addition 
to the money that was raised, the event brought our vibrant 
community of past volunteers, supporters and their friends and family 
together to celebrate the wonderful work of the Salesians in 
Cambodia. The message of Don Bosco continues to inspire and impact 
the lives of so many wonderful Khmer youth, thanks to the tireless 
work of our Salesians, volunteers and all who dedicate their time to the 
education, support and care of Cambodian young people.  

 

Please keep us updated with what is going on with you – we love to hear and share your news! 

VOLUNTEERS RETURNING 

In the coming weeks many of our 
volunteers will return. We are so 
thankful and so proud of their 
contribution. Steph, Madge, Matt, 
Julia and Miranda – we are so 
excited to see you and cannot wait 
to hear more about your 
adventures!  

2018 CELEBRATIONS 

Our first volunteer went to 
Thailand in 2008 so in 2018 we are 
planning a big celebration for all 
our past volunteers. We will keep 
you posted!  
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We are so thankful for all the people we have met 

and all the places we have visited during 2017. It 

has been a year of learning and much joy. Our 

volunteers and immersion group have once again 

been a source of much inspiration.  

Thank you to all our wonderful supporters and all 

involved in the Cagliero family.  

Many blessings for a wonderful Christmas and a 

joyful 2018. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scottpartners.com.au/files/images/content/merry-christmas4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scottpartners.com.au/client_tools/newsletters/news_archives/christmas_2013&h=1043&w=1600&tbnid=pt-G5BjHMvkLBM:&zoom=1&docid=9V5TXOFgENBWsM&ei=Vs9WVPDuIKKxmgWtpoLoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGUQMygpMCk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1058&page=5&start=37&ndsp=11
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