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ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

Hello everyone! Spring has sprung 
here in Melbourne and we tend to 
get very excited when the sun 
comes out - perhaps because the 
warmth reminds us of our amazing 
overseas communities and the 
countless people that make them 
so special. 

In this edition we hear from Julia, 
one of our current volunteers. She 
talks us through a very special 
experience she had during her 
school holidays in Cambodia.  

We also take a moment to consider 
the new Salesian Strenna for the 
year ahead, a theme given to the 
worldwide Salesian family by our 
Rector Major. Br Tristan introduces 
the themes of listening and 
accompaniment - both such integral 
concepts for us as Cagliero 
volunteers, contributors and 
directors.   

We are happy to report that Matt 
and Steph continue to thrive in 
Samoa. As they begin to approach 

the end of their volunteer 
placements, we wish them and 
their students well during the final 
part of the Samoan academic year. 

Miranda has settled in very well 
with the girls at the City of Joy in 
Zambia. You can see her pictured 
above sporting some very long and 
beautiful new braids – we love the 
new look and the beautiful smiles! 

Dean has also settled in well in 
Phnom Penh. Like Julia, he too is 
enjoying the staff holidays. Madge 
continues to work very hard in the 
project development office in 
Phnom Penh, and after a short visit 
home to Adelaide, now begins the 
final leg of her time in Cambodia. 

We are very happy to announce the 
Cambodia Trivia Night is back in 
2017! The event will be bigger and 
better than ever in the hope of 
raising much needed funds for the 
students of Don Bosco Technical 
School, Phnom Penh. Keep reading 
for all the details.  

Applications for January 2018 close 
on October 15th! We can’t wait to 
meet our new group of volunteers. 
 
As the final months of 2017 draw 
near, let us take time to consider 
the value of truly listening to those 
around us. Let us accompany each 
other through this busy time with a 
deep sense of love and genuine 
understanding. We wish all 
members of the Cagliero family a 
blessed start to this new season. 

Peace, Romina xo 

 

The Art of Listening and Accompaniment 

Follow us on Social Media!  
 

Facebook: The Cagliero Project 

www.cagliero.org.au 

Follow us on Twitter 
@CaglieroProject 

https://www.facebook.com/caglieroproject/
http://www.cagliero.org.au/
https://twitter.com/CaglieroProject
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 I’m reminded daily of just how 
blessed I am to be living this 
experience in Cambodia. This 
feeling truly grew while on a 
recent adventure with my 
colleagues and friends from Don 
Bosco Technical School as we 
travelled together to some 
beautiful parts of the Kingdom of 
Wonders. 
 
I felt very fortunate to be asked to 
join Bunyoen, Sokkheng and 
Riem’s trip to explore the province 
of Mondulkiri and then join 
Bunyoen’s family, living with them 
for a short period, in the province 

of Ratanikiri. It was a fantastic way 
to start our school holiday, having 
sent the second-year students for 
their full time SIPT placement, 
ending the school year for the 
first-year students, and saying 
goodbye to the Boarder Boys and 
Girls as they to ventured home for 
their holiday. Not only was this a 
little break for me, it was an 
opportunity to further my cultural 
exchange as I continued to learn 
about the Khmer culture. What a 

way to do it by travelling with 
Khmer people!  
 
I felt really privileged to visit 
Mondulkiri. It's a province in 
Cambodia that I often hear Khmer 
people speak highly of because of 
its natural beauty, however, often 
they haven’t had the opportunity 
to visit due to both the distance 
and expense associated with 
getting there. Mondulkiri is visually 
different to the rest of Cambodia. 
We knew we had arrived as we 
transitioned from the reasonably 
flat Cambodian countryside to 
grass and forest covered hills. It 
was an abundance of greenery and 
fresh air, which was a welcome 
change having come from Phnom 
Penh. We spent most of our time 
exploring the well-known hills and 
plantations located close to the 
city. The highlight was visiting Bou 
Sra Waterfall, which in the peak of 
rainy season was absolutely 
stunning. Of course, we couldn’t 
travel there without taking plenty 
of photos, ‘pics or it didn’t happen’ 
applies in Cambodia too! The girls 
took advantage of my oblivious 
nature, dressing me in traditional 

In the Field 
 

By Julia McPhee 

Julia is a current Cagliero Volunteer at Don 
Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. Julia reflects on the recent 
opportunity she had to visit the remote 
provinces of Mondulkiri and Ratanakiri 
with some of her close friends and fellow 
staff members. 
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water garments against my will 
before our hilarious photoshoot 
went ahead. 
 
My favourite aspect of the trip was 
being welcomed to stay at 
Bunyoen’s family home in 
Ratanikiri. We were warmly 
greeted by his family and spent 
the afternoon playing with his 
nieces and nephews and enjoying 
the serenity. The family were 
extremely protective of me, 
making sure I was comfortable at 
all times, I felt so welcomed and 
quickly became accustomed to the 
province lifestyle. The short stay 
with his family will be a special 
memory I’ll carry forever. We 
spent a full day bouncing from 
waterfall to waterfall, exploring 
the true beauty of Cambodia and 
ended the day at the most 
beautiful place I’ve visited, Lake 
Yeak Laom. The lake is a sacred 
place for Indigenous groups in the 
area so its beauty is preserved. I 
don’t think words or pictures 
capture just how gorgeous the 

crystal-clear water or the 
surrounding forest is.  
Our last night together was spent 
viewing the cityscape of Ratanikiri 
as the sun set, followed by a family 
dinner. As Bunyoen’s family 
belong to the indigenous minority 
group, Kreung, I also learnt a little 
about their culture. The family 
taught me a few words in their 

language and shared some 
indigenous wine they’d made, 
teaching me the traditional way to 
drink it. 
 
The whole trip has been such a 
highlight of my year in Cambodia. I 
gained a deeper connection with 
the Khmer lifestyle and thoroughly 
enjoyed the sense of community 
as we travelled. I think what stood 
out was not only discovering the 
incredible beauty of both 
provinces, but seeing the pride the 
teachers have in their country as 
they too discovered new wonders. 
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The Strenna for 2018 invites us to 
a deeper reflection on the role of 
listening and accompaniment in 
our own lives and with those with 
whom we journey. Fr Angel 
Artime encourages us to firstly 
reflect on a particular scripture 
passage where Jesus encounters a 
Samaritan woman by a well. In 
this exchange, he listens, 
perseveres and transforms her 
life. In their context, this was a 
meeting that would not normally 
occur. Firstly, Jesus is talking to a 
Samaritan – with whom a Jew of 
that era would share nothing; 
secondly, Jesus was speaking to a 
woman, and privately too; and 
lastly that Jesus was speaking 
familiarly in a public setting, 
something a religious figure did 
not do. In short, here is a 
transformative encounter that 
should not and would not occur if 
the barriers of the established 
societies were upheld. But Jesus 
came to seek and save those who 
are outcasts. 

Returning to the Strenna; Let us 
cultivate the art of listening and of 
accompaniment, we are 
encouraged to make particular 
efforts to journey with young 
people in the way Jesus journeys 
with us and the Samaritan 
woman. This requires that initial 

encounter. Like Jesus, this 
encounter begins by listening to 
the other person and their lived 
experience. A genuine listening; 
more than simply hearing the 
other. From this arises the 
opportunity for human 
relationships which offer a 
transformative power in our own 
and in their lives. 

Within this transformative 
relationship, the role of 
accompaniment is paramount. 
Our accompaniment does not end 
after the first setback and reaches 
out to those we might avoid by 
abiding by social norms. We are 
called to reach out to the margins. 
To listen to, and not merely hear, 
the experiences of those we 
encounter, and to accompany 
them. This accompaniment is not 
exclusive to a one-on-one 
encounter, rather it relates to our 
communities and to our entire 
Salesian and Catholic family.  

As a Cagliero volunteer we are 
called to be present amongst the 
young; to listen to them, not 
merely to hear; and to accompany 
them in a genuine human 
relationship. Like Jesus in his 
encounter with the Samaritan 
woman in John 4:3-42, we are 
called to go beyond the 
boundaries and barriers which 
divide us, to encounter the young, 
wherever and whoever they be, 
and to show them the same 
perseverance, listening ear, and 
love. So, as we begin to look to 
2018, let us cultivate this art of 
listening and accompaniment for 
the benefit of the many young 
people whose lives we influence. 

 

Each year we are blessed with 
such wonderfully talented 
individuals, each with their own 
unique background and 
experiences. Their diversity adds 
to the richness of the Cagliero 
family, both overseas and here in 
Australia.  

On October 15th, applications for 
January 2018 will close and we 
will have a great sense of what 
our next group of Cagliero 
volunteers will look like.  

Our volunteers are the backbone 
of our program and our greatest 
teachers. Their willingness to 
serve the world’s young people 
continues to endlessly inspire us! 

Maddie (2016) and Lauren in Cambodia 

 

Strenna 2018 
 

By Br Tristan O’Brien SDB 

Tristan reflects on our new Strenna, 
our Salesian theme for the year 
ahead. What does it mean to listen to 
and to accompany the young? 

An Exciting 
Time of Year 
 

By Romina Martiniello 
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CAMBODIA TRIVIA NIGHT 2017 

In aid of Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

The Cambodia Trivia Night is back in 2017! In the past we’ve raised over $10,000 in a night to support this incredible 
school and this year we are hoping to build on those amazing efforts. We wish to raise the profile of this brilliant 
school that educates hundreds of students every year, giving them the qualifications that allow them to support 
their families and local communities. 

Come to our trivia night for a special evening of trivia, games, music, prizes and stories. All money raised on the 
night will go to Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh. 

 

When: Friday 17th November 2017 
Where: Sts Peter and Paul Parish Hall, 377 Dorcas St, South Melbourne     
Time: Entertainment and meals begin at 6pm, trivia starts 7pm SHARP!! 
Cost: $15 per person 
What to bring: Money for the raffle and silent auction, and nibbles for your table 
Extras: Meals $15 (pre-purchase only) and wine, beer and soft drinks will be provided at bar prices 
Tickets: Tickets and Meals can only be pre-purchased on-line 
 
 
 

All bookings and enquiries can be made at www.cagliero.org.au/index.php/trivia-night.html 

http://www.cagliero.org.au/index.php/trivia-night.html
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Cagliero news… 
 

PAST VOLUNTEERS:  

After spending 12 months at DBTS Phnom Penh 
in 2014, Melissa moved to Cambodia and has 
spent the past 2 years living and working in 
Phnom Penh. She began working as an English 
teacher and now manages Raffles Montessori 
International School. We are so proud of 
Melissa’s hard work and success. We would also 
like to congratulate Mel and her fiancé, Neat, on 
their recent engagement. We could not be 
happier for you both!  

 

Congratulations to Rachel (2009) and her 
husband Stu, on the arrival of their first child, 
Lenny Bao-Shan Enright. We wish you every 
blessing as you enjoy this very special time and 
all the new and challenging experiences that 
come with it. We cannot wait to meet Lenny!  

 

Christine (2015) will soon travel back to 
Cambodia to not only visit many of her old 
students and friends at DBTS Phnom Penh, but 
to embark on an exciting new journey in 
Sihanoukville. Christine will spend 3 months 
working with Shine Cambodia, assisting in the 
establishment of a new education-based project 
for disadvantaged children around the Otres 
beach area. We wish Christine all the best for this 
challenging new venture! 

 

Jeffery (2017) has left Phnom Penh and returned 
home to Brisbane following some health 
concerns. We thank Jeff for the time he spent at 
Don Bosco Technical School and wish him all the 
best going forward.  

 

DONATIONS FOR CAMBODIA TRIVIA NIGHT 

As part of the Cambodia Trivia Night, we host a large silent 
auction that runs throughout the evening. In the past we 
have offered items such as cooking classes, holiday 
accommodation, household appliances, massage 
vouchers, wine glasses, paintings and restaurant vouchers.  

If you have an item you would like to donate to our silent 
auction, please contact Romina – 
romina@salesians.org.au 

 

mailto:romina@salesians.org.au

