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Newsletter #23 
 

   

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

What an epic couple of months!! So 
many incredible experiences and so 
many incredible stories. 

In this edition of our newsletter we 
focus on the incredible island of 
Samoa. The Cagliero Project has had 
a long relationship with Samoa and it 
continues to solidify with the visit of 
our immersion group this year.  

The article below discusses the two 
weeks there and the monumental 
impact that was experienced by the 
group.  

We also have a special invitation 
from long term Cagliero volunteer 
Katie to come and experience the 
Samoan Siva tour. 

Katie is a long term volunteer at Don 
Bosco Technical Centre who are 
known as the best dancers in all of 
Samoa. In a once in a lifetime event, 

Principal, Fr. Chris Ford sdb and 
teachers from the Tech will be 
bringing 50 students to perform 
across Australia. This event is an 
absolute must – I promise you will 
not be disappointed. We invite all of 
our Cagliero family to attend in your 
local city.   

In recent days we are again 
reminded about the need for peace 
in our world and we thank you for 
supporting the Cagliero Project – we 
aim to be a different voice – a voice 
of joy, hope and love –  in a world full 
of turmoil and division. We sincerely 
thank all of our supporters and 
especially our volunteers who work 
to be a different voice every day.  

Many blessings, 

Lauren  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Spotlight on Samoa 
 

Applications for January 2017 
departures are now open. Please 

visit www.cagliero.org.au for more 
information.  

Are you ready to join the ranks of 
an amazing group of people in one 

of our amazing placements? 

Are you ready to take up the 
challenge? 

 

 

http://www.cagliero.org.au/
http://www.cagliero.org.au/
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The immersion in Samoa this year 
was a truly profound experience for 
all of the participants that attended 
from our schools and works across 
Australia.  

Commencing with our formation 
program a few months prior to 
departure it was clear that the group 
was special and the place we were 
going was special. 

Over two weeks the group were 
generously hosted by the four 
different Salesian parishes in 
Samoa. The group participated in 
three different homestay 
experiences: Leauva’a, 
Sinamoga/Moa Moa and 
Salelologa. Homestays were no 
doubt the most challenging, 
rewarding and immersive aspect of 
the journey. Each family welcomed 
our young people with the same 
openness and generosity they 
would extend to their own kin. We 
learned very quickly about the 
incredible hospitality of the 
Samoan people and their capacity 

to love.  In addition to the 
homestays we also participated in 
Kava ceremonies, cultural days and 
we did lots of singing and dancing! 
At every opportunity our group ran 
games and workshops to bring 
some of our culture to Samoa so 
the experience was one of true 
cross cultural sharing. 

The opportunity to be connected 
with and learn about young people 
from a very different part of the 
world is something that none of us 
will ever forget. In particular, there 
was an overwhelming sense from 
the group that there was a much 
greater appreciation for everything 
in their own lives and a real 
determination upon coming home 
not to take things for granted.  

Samoa and Australia are members 
of the same province. It was a truly 
beautiful moment to share and 
learn with each other and at the 
centre of that sharing 
and learning was Don 
Bosco and Jesus. Lexi, 
a teacher from 
Salesian College 
Chadstone speaks 
really beautifully 
about the Salesian 
aspect of our 
journey:  

Working at a Salesian 
school, I am fairly 
well informed about 
Don Bosco’s life and his work with 
young people but I think after this 
immersion, I now understand the 
magnitude of his influence and how 
people all around the world are 

connected through one man. I also 
further understand the importance on 
being with and bonding with young 
people all around the world, to show 
them that they are important and that 
they are loved and that it is always 
the right time for them to take positive 
action with the help of others. 
 
The Cagliero Project really values the 
relationship we have with all of our 
overseas partners. We thank 
everyone, particularly the SDB 
personnel in Samoa for making this a 
memorable experience for our young 
people.  

 

Samoa Immersion 2016 
by Lauren Hichaaba 
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Talofa tele Lava,  

My name is Katie Sabel, and I am the current Cagliero volunteer at the Don Bosco Technical Centre in Alafua, Samoa. 
I would like to take this opportunity to warmly invite you, along with your family and friends to attend a performance 
of the ‘Don Bosco Gift of Hope Siva Tour’, arriving in Australia in just under a month.  
 
Don Bosco Technical Centre, is a place which is comprised of 'hope, laughter and music'. It is a centre for young men 
between the ages of fifteen and twenty four, who hail from villages all across both of the main islands (Upolu and 
Savai’i) of Samoa. These young men, come to the centre for of many reasons. Though the biggest draw card to be 
educated at Don Bosco is the opportunity to ‘succeed’. Success is an experience not many of these boys have ever 
encountered during their lives – until now. Based on dream Saint John Bosco himself, the students here at the centre 
are given a chance to learn, develop and build a 
positive future for themselves. 
 
The Samoan people are known internationally for 
their natural ability to sing and dance. This 
phenomenon is highlighted by the students of Don 
Bosco. The students are renowned for being the 
best dancers in Samoa, however, their talent has 
also been recognised on the world stage. Last year 
they performed as part of the opening and closing 
ceremonies for the Youth Commonwealth Games.  
 
Within the next month, 45 young men from Don Bosco 
Technical Centre, are coming across to Australia, on the 'Gift of hope Tour'. This tour will enable us to 
raise much needed funds to secure the future for our centre and our students. On our tour, we will be visiting most of 
the east coast of Australia. Beginning in Sydney, then onto Adelaide, Melbourne, Hobart and finally Brisbane before 
heading home to sunny Samoa. The tour will consist of school visits, special masses and community concerts. Please 
find a list of dates and times for the various cities attached to this letter.  

In addition to the performances, the principal of the centre, Fr Chris Ford and I would like the boys to experience 
some ‘True blue Aussie culture’. As you can imagine, taking 45 boys and 7 teachers to places such as sports games 
and wildlife parks can get quite costly, very quickly. Unfortunately, the owners of these attractions haven’t been very 
helpful in assisting us with cutting costs. It is for this reason we have created a ‘Go fund me page’. If you would like to 
help us give the boys a few snippets of the Aussie culture, please click this link: 
https://www.gofundme.com/229zwypg 

We have also created an event and tour page through our ‘Don Bosco Samoa’ -
https://www.facebook.com/donbosco.samoa. In addition to putting some sneak peak videos of our boys both in the 
workshops and rehearsing hard for the tour - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJx-IPB4QJjXvtinsMFGk6A 

I look forward to seeing you at the concerts during our tour,  

Faafetai Lava,  
Katie Sabel 
Cagliero Volunteer - Don Bosco Technical Centre, Alafua. 

Invite to Siva Tour from Don Bosco, Samoa 
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Date Time Mass / 
Concert 

Location Address Suburb City 

Friday 19 August 7:00 pm Concert St John Bosco College Banksia Avenue Engadine Sydney 

Saturday 20 August 6:00pm Mass St John Bosco Church Waratah Road Engadine Sydney 

Saturday 21 August 6:00pm Mass St John Bosco Church Waratah Road Engadine Sydney 

Wednesday 24 August 7.30pm Concert Good Samaritan Hall St 
Mark’s College 

Benedict Campus Port Pirie Adelaide 

Friday 26 August 7:00pm  Concert Venue to be confirmed Gawler Adelaide 

Saturday27 August 6:00pm Mass St Anne’s Church  101 Riddle Road Sunbury Melbourne 

Sunday 28 August 8:30am Mass St Anne’s Church  101 Riddle Road Sunbury Melbourne 

Sunday 28 August 10:30am Mass St Anne’s Church  101 Riddle Road Sunbury Melbourne 

Sunday 28 August 7:00pm Concert Lakeside Stadium, Salesian 
College 

Macedon St Sunbury Melbourne 

Tuesday 30 August 7:00pm Concert Salesian College Hall Bosco St Chadstone Melbourne 

Wednesday 31 August 7:00pm Concert St Joseph’s College Stadium 5 Brenock Park Drive Ferntree 
Gully 

Melbourne 

Friday 2 September 6:00pm Concert Nagle College Hall 20 Hope Avenue Bairnsdale Melbourne 

Sunday 4 September TBC Mass St John’s Church  62 Bowden St Glenorchy Hobart 

Sunday 4 September TBC Concert Guilford Young College 76 Bowden St  Glenorchy Hobart 

Wednesday 7 
September 

6:30 pm Concert St Thomas More Primary  152 South St Toowoomba Brisbane 

Samoan Siva Tour Dates near you!  



WWW.CAGLIERO.ORG.AU | Issue # 23 5 

 

 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

A massive congratulations to Madi Smith in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Madi has just 
completed an incredible mural at the tech 
school. Looks great Mads! We can’t wait to 
see more of your incredible artwork.  

 

Cagliero news… 
 

Please keep us updated with what is going on with you – we love to hear and share your news! 

SECOND HAND IPADs  

We are still seeking donations of second hand IPADs 
as teaching aids in our schools. We are also 

collecting second hand picture books and comics. 
Please contact the Cagliero Office if you are able to 

assist.  

Thanks in advance. 

WELCOME HOME 

A massive welcome home to 
David Fong and Lil Waters. 

Both returned home to Australia 
in the middle of July after 

completing six months at Don 
Bosco Hotel School in 

Sihanoukville.  

Both Lil and David contributed 
immensely to the school and 

local community and we are so 
incredibly pleased to add their 
names to our list of amazing 

past volunteers. Well done and 
we thank you for everything!  


