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Newsletter #22 
 

   

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

Many apologies – this newsletter is 
long overdue! 

There has been so much going on 
in the Cagliero Office and that is a 
great thing! 

Most importantly we have an 
amazing new volunteer who will 
depart for Sihanoukville on the 20th 
of this month. We are really 
pleased to continue our support of 
Cambodia and Samoa throughout 
2016. We still however have many 
places that are in desperate need 
of volunteers. So if you have ever 
considered taking up the call to 
volunteer – now is the time!  

We are really excited that the 
Cagliero immersion will once again 
head back to Samoa over the 
June/July school holidays. Once 
again we have a fantastic group 
who will represent the Salesian 

schools and works from all across 
Australia. The immersion is an 
important program within the 
Cagliero Project that offers a very  
different mission experience to our 
long term program.  

In this edition of the Cagliero 
newsletter we learn more about 
our new volunteer, the Samoa 
immersion group and Lauren’s 
recent visit to Cambodia. We also 
take the opportunity to share much 
of the good news that has been 
going on in the Cagliero world. 

Thanks again for your ongoing 
support of the Cagliero Project. 
Many blessings until we write 
again! 

Lauren and Romina 

 

 
 

Some of the immersion 
participants who will head to 

Samoa next week!  
 
 

 
 

 

  

We have been busy!  
 

We have a great cross 
section of young people 

from Salesian works across 
Australia who will 

participate in the 2016 
Cagliero Samoa 

Immersion. We are so 
excited to once again visit 
this beautiful part of our 

province.  

http://www.cagliero.org.au/
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Our awesome group!  

 

Christina and Lachlan cooking up 
a storm!  

 

Lava lava practice led by Tristan 
 

 

 

 

This year, the Cagliero Project 
immersion trip will take place in 
Samoa during the midyear school 
holidays. On April 15th to 17th we 
gathered at Don Bosco Camp in 
Safety Beach for a weekend of 
formation. 

The weekend served as a 
wonderful opportunity for us to 
gather for the first time in 
preparation for our immersion 
experience. This year’s group is 
comprised of a wonderful mix of 
students, teachers and young 
people from St Joseph’s Ferntree 
Gully, Salesian College 
Chadstone, St John Bosco 
College Engadine, Dominic 
College Glenorchy, Dunlea Centre 
and Don Bosco Camp.  We could 
not be more excited to journey 
together to Samoa in less than 
two weeks! 

Our gathering began with a 
traditional cava ceremony, which 
was conducted by some of our 
past Cagliero volunteers. The 
sharing of their enthusiasm and 
passion for Samoan culture was a 
wonderful way to break the ice 
and introduce us to some of the 
exciting and intricate rituals of 
Samoan life. 

On the Saturday, we were lucky 
enough to hear from more past 
volunteers, as they shared their 
personal experiences from their 
time spent volunteering and on 
immersion in Samoa. Elissa 
Galante and Declan Crowe talked 
us through some of the insights 

from their time in Salelologa, 
while Michael Billington led us in 
a Samoan language workshop, 
giving us plenty of skills to work 
on in the lead up to our 
departure.  In the afternoon the 
group was given the opportunity 
to ask questions to a ‘culture 
panel’, which was made up of 
past volunteers and one of 
Salesian sisters, Sr. Emema. It 
was so wonderful to have them 
with us for a part of our formation 
weekend. Having the opportunity 
for both group and one-on-one 
discussions with individuals, who 
have lived and worked in the 
places that we will soon be 
visiting, is such a valuable part of 
our own formation as immersion 
participants.  

To further our preparation, we 
spent time brainstorming and 
planning activities to share with 
Samoan youth. We hope to be 
able to use some of our many 
unique skills whilst visiting the 
Don Bosco schools and parishes 
on both Upolu and Savai’i. For us, 
the immersion experience is 
about sharing in the lives and 
experiences of Samoan young 
people, so that we can begin to 
understand both our similarities 
and our differences. We do not 
know exactly what awaits us, but 
we know that our openness and 
willingness to be challenged will 
hold us in good stead as we 
undertake this journey both as a 
community and as individuals. 

 

Samoa Immersion Retreat 
 

by Romina Martiniello 
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Exciting news items in our Cagliero family… 
 

New Volunteer for 2016 

We are excited to introduce Meg Barrett, a 
new Cagliero volunteer for 2016. Meg will 
depart for Sihanoukville on June 20th, 
where she will work both in the Don Bosco 
Hotel School and at the recently developed 
Home for Girls which houses many of the 
female students who come to 
Sihanoukville to work and study at the 
Hotel School.  

Meg is a residential care worker at Dunlea 
Centre in Engadine. Her passion for 
working with disadvantaged young people 
and her previous experience with the 
Salesians of Don Bosco are amazing 
attributes for the Cagliero Project and the 
work of the Salesians in Cambodia.  

 

 

 

 

 

ROMINA – Internship 

The Cagliero Office will be 
without Romina for a few 
months during the second 
half of the year as she 
travels to Europe to 
complete an internship as 
part of her university 
studies. Romina will be 
stationed in Bolton, UK, 
working with the Salesians 
in both their Youth Ministry 
Office and their Retreat 
Centre, Savio House.  

We wish her all the best and 
look forward to her return in 
November this year! 

Lauren’s Visit of the 
Volunteers in Cambodia 

Lauren travelled to 
Cambodia in April to visit 
our current volunteers and 
see their work in action. 
She spent time with Kane, 
Renee and Madi at DBTS 
in Phnom Penh and was 
also able to get down to 
Sihanoukville to visit David 
and Lil at the Don Bosco 
Hotel School.   
It was a wonderful visit for 
both Lauren and the 
volunteers. They were able 
to touch base, reflect and 
look ahead toward the 
next part of their Cagliero 
journey. All is well in the 
Kingdom of Wonders! 

Please keep us updated with what is going on with you – we love to hear and share your news! 


